


 

The Good Food Purchasing Program (GFPP) is an investment in the idea that public food should reflect public values. The 

program helps institutions like schools leverage their food dollars to achieve a more transparent, equitable, and sustainable 

food system. Through GFPP, the District of Columbia will prioritize the purchase of foods that support our children’s health, 

our local economy, and our natural environment. 

GFPP was created by the Los Angeles Food Policy Council in 2012 to better align public food dollars with public values. It has 

been adopted by institutions in Los Angeles, Oakland, San Francisco, and Chicago, with active campaigns underway in cities 

nationwide. The District of Columbia has incredible opportunities to leverage GFPP in building area food production capacity 

and strengthening the regional economy. In the DC region, 28% of land is already in agricultural use, generating $1 billion 

in economic activity.   

We are building a coalition of stakeholders with a shared interest in GFPP’s core values: local economies, environmental 

sustainability, valued workforce, animal welfare and nutrition. We hope you’ll consider joining us. 

 

WASHINGTON, DC 

GFPP COALITION PARTNERS INCLUDE: 

• Center for Food Safety 

• DC Greens 

• DC Food Policy Council 

• DC Public Schools 

• Food Chain Workers Alliance 

• Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health 

• Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments 

• Union of Concerned Scientists 

• United Food & Commercial Workers 
International Union 

For more information, contact dcfoodpolicy@dc.gov 

 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

WHAT COULD GOOD FOOD PURCHASING DO FOR YOUR CITY? 

The GFPP awards progressive certifications using a flexible, metrics-
based framework, meaning each institution can take a different 
path to meet its goals. The Los Angeles Unified School District has 
found success with a number of strategies, including: 
 

• Directing 20 percent of its $150 million annual budget to 
local purchases—with a net benefit of between $48 million 
and $93.6 million to the local economy. 

• Maintaining sodium and whole grain standards that keep 
school meals healthy for more than half a million kids. 

• Reducing industrially produced meat purchases by 28 
percent—saving more than 14 gallons of water per meal 
and decreasing the LAUSD carbon footprint by 22 percent 
as a result. 

 
 See full calculations and an institutional data collection toolkit at www.ucsusa.org/purchasingpower. 

 


